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F
or Lana Barth, a Bethesda interior
designer, it all started with a 8-foot-by-
11-foot woven rug that she bought 10
years ago but never used in her former

home.
Ten years later, after she and her husband,

George Rothman, had moved to an elegant
town house near Montgomery Mall, the rug,
cast in colors of rust, sable, taupe and cream
with a bit of gold, inspired her to create the
warm and funky family room off the kitchen
on her home’s second floor.
“After living with the white walls for a while,

I decided to go with orange,” she said. “I was
really attracted to the colors, and after that
everything fell into place.”

Barth, who had worked as an interior
designer in California before relocating
theWashington area in 1995, set out to
make the room a reflection of her per-
sonal taste where she would display
many of the colorful and original
pieces of art that she and
George — also an art
lover — had collected
over the years. After
settling on a dark burnt
orange color for the walls,
Barth painted V-shaped strokes on
the walls using a 3-inch wide brush.
The technique allows the paint
to catch the light. She then
applied two or three more
coats, giving the walls a
sueded look that has a

softer, more muted finish than tradi-
tional paint applications.
“The texture is very pleas-

ing to me,” she said.
“I have come to
love orange, too.
It’s such a cheer-
ful, happy color. It

makes the room feel
warm in the winter and
fresh in the summer.”
Recycling and reusing
materials is standard pro-
cedure for Barth, who
wanted to replace the
black marble around
the fireplace with
something warmer
and more natural.

She covered the marble with a tawny tan
colored paint that she applied using a faux
finish technique. She painted and rubbed wide
PVC pipes a medium shade of gray to hold
up the oak mantel that she brought from her
old house.
Barth says shefinds inspiration everywhere.

While most people see past common shapes
and buildingmaterials, Barth envisions ways
they can be incorporated into art or furniture.
The top of the round coffee table in the family
room began its life as a kitchen butcher block.
Barth smoothed some light gray paint over it
and balanced it on wooden triangles she had
made and painted coral in color.
“Nothing in this room is new,” Barth said.

“Everything here I have collected over the
years from everywhere, places I have traveled
to as well as local stores and shops.”

Art lover finds inspiration for town home in recycled, reused materials

Interior designer Lana Barth relocated to the Washington area from
California in 1995. Inspired by a single rug, she created a warm and funky
family room in her town home— starting with burnt orange walls.
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